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According to a recent issue of official daily newspaper, Granma, in January, there were 30,000 ha. of
land available for growing fruits and vegetables. About 35,000 Cubans were pulled out of the their
office jobs and sent to the countryside to help farm. Hopes for a bumper crop were not realized. Of
another 20,000 ha. set aside for production of sweet potatoes, manioc, beans, peppers, squash, beets
and other vegetables which began to be cultivated in early March, only 14,225 ha. had been planted
by June 7. Despite food shortages, Cubans do not suffer from hunger or malnutrition. More than half
of the population has access to daily meals served for free, or at a heavily subsidized price, thanks
to the government's "social food network." According to the weekly Juventud Rebelde, cigarettes
are also in short supply, mainly due to "unstable labor, high levels of absenteeism, lack of discipline
and other factors." The weekly also reported that an government study in 1990 indicated that 40%
of managers in some 2,000 state companies "do not have the education required to carry out their
duties." (Basic data from AFP, 06/09/91)
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